Context: Osteopathic medical students frequently engage in clinical clerkships away from their home teaching institution, which can help them decide on a residency program, gain additional experience in a new environment, and further their professional contacts. Conventional wisdom states that these audition clerkships are an important factor in residency placement, but the educational literature concerning the topic is lacking.
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As demonstrated by the data, fewer than half of NYIT-COM graduates in the years studied performed audition clerkships at the residency programs in which they ultimately enrolled, and fewer than half of those graduates enrolled in osteopathic residency programs. In addition, most of the graduates' residency programs were not at the sites of their third-year clerkships.
Contrary to conventional beliefs and the subjective reports of directors of medical education on the importance of fourth-year audition clerkships to residency placement, 6 ,7 fewer graduates enrolled in the residency programs where they completed their audition clerkships. In addition, because NYIT-COM's third-year clerkship is such that students are exposed to as many as 6 clerkship sites, we hypothesized that more graduates would enroll in the residency programs at one of these sites than by chance; however, we found that fewer cialties. Given the single accreditation system for graduate medical education under the ACGME, replicating this study as the system evolves will be essential to ensure its timeliness and relevance for future graduating classes.
